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|72 hectares of woods vere to be
cleared in the area hordering on Altenburg airfields

Botween 11:30 a.m. and I pome on § Tarch, four transport airoraft practiced
flying at the field. Yaintenance werk was being done on eight other
transports, On 10 Yarch, 12 transports wert cbserved at the installation.
The radio installation located cutside the fisld was beirg dismantled. The
road bleck at the northern gate of the field was beinp removed. SThe cutting
of trees was bvegun. At 8120 a.me on 15 March, one transpert plane took cffy
another one was observed landing at 10130 a.m. Ten transrort aircraft wers
coserved, The cutting of trees continued, and work on the construction of
low wooden buildings was started. On 20 Yarch, 17 transpcrt alrcralt were
parked in the landing field for maintenance work. One or two biplanes were
varked in an open hangar. £11 the other hangars were empiy. At 9:140 aumo,

a transport plane and a biplane teck off s The transport riane landed at

11 a.m. At 11:30 aem., a single-engine plane landed and again took eff after
a short bime. Work on the construction of a s2cond low weoden building was
begun, & drainapge ditch was being dug. The road block and the puard at the
main entrance ef the field were moved 100 meters cleser to the field. The
northern section of the field was blocked by barbed-wire fences,

On 2L tarch, 13 transport aircraft covered with tarpaulins were observed at
the field, The structures of two low wooden buildings were completed, Gravel
was trucked to the runway. The northern section of the field was extended,
and a barbed-wire fence 2 meters high was erccted along the new beundary. A
temporary tarcet range was beinp constructed in a sand pit  south of the
Tield. From 7 to 11:30 p.nm. on 28 Yarch, night flying by one transport plane
was observed {rom the tom. On 2 April; 1L transports wers observed east of
the runway. Two of them were stuck in the segry soil. The landing pear of
one -of these planes was damaged. :

r

Congtruction work on the field continued on 5 April. A temporary ctcrage
building was completed. The pile of sand near the runway had been enlarped

to a height of about 2.5 meters and s length of 30 meters, the trucks.
pbserved at the field | | The clearing of the wooded
area was disconbinued. Cement pipes L5 om in diameter were seen by the side

of a drainage ditch, llew fences wore being erected along the northern toundeary
of the installation. Taintenance work was veing done on 27 transperts
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parked at the field., Two Vi0-15s were also geen there, Tarvet prachice

was held at the tenporary target rance. [ ]
the “illets at the field were almost occupied ‘o capacity and that

e seldiers observed there wore Llach-bordered %lue s red-hordered tlacl

and blackeberdered ecrimson epaulats. # (nly few of the Pereoanel were

engaged in flying activity or maintensnce work and the majerity of them

vere snostly being instructed in the tuiidings of the installatiens, Chief

sneineer Hammer {(fnu) was in charge of construction vork a: tha {iald

Jd

1dn

Tetween 7:30 and 11 Peg o 7 April, there was ring by one
ransport plane. On 8 Aprily 25 transports were 1 2ast of the rumvay

at the edge of the woodm., At 1:20) Poilie DNC plane teol ofF ¥

wag circling the field., ™a iet fighters observed at the 7

wers no lenger seen, Between G20 anc r.m, there v

one transnort plane. A binl the fisld :

-

FLE 3 2 D
Lane c¢ircled ov cm 10230 acn.
to nemn on 9 Arril, At 10:2C a transnert rlane took off and landed again
after 15 minutes,

3

Cn & April, 27 Li-2s wers sbsorves parkad in two groups at the field »
There was ns flying. In the nerthern sectien of the installation the woods
had been cleared as far as the + e raage, Tntensive excavabion work
was being done in the northern extension of the runway. Drainage »ipes and
wo newly constructed temporary buildings were observed. Zxcavation work
was- also noticed in the southezstern corner of the installsiion, The
construction viork at the field was done by the Bauumion firm in Leipaiz,

| the runway was 4o be extended as far acs

the target rance, Anpiher target ra wis ooserved in a sand rit southeast
of the installaticn. The RAD cantomment southenst of the installation was

emply, and the windows were broken, e
A | A

Comzent, The reduhovdered tlack ard black-berdered crimson epalets
weTe probably wern by scldiers of an slrborne cor parachute unit of the
Soviet Avmy. Such soldiers wero repeatecly chserved at the fiel lust
rear, The unit involved has not bean ic entilied,

Commenta. The repori, cnnfirms that Altenburg airfield

s abill ccoupied

P

By a iransport resiment equinred vtk 132 aircratt.
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